What Is The Grant Park Conservancy?   by Carol Fisk and Wade Marionneaux

The Grant Park Conservancy would like to thank everyone who took part in the recent online survey about the Park and the GPC.  Nearly 350 of you responded with your ideas, concerns and questions and the results are now being analyzed to help guide the GPC’s future planning and outreach.  Many of you wanted to know more about the organization’s history, mission and goals, the way it operates, and its many successes.  This is the first in a series of articles to fill that gap, but, for regular information and updates, please sign up for the GPC’s email newsletter, The Leaflet, by contacting Phil Cuthbertson at pcuthbertson@gpconservancy.org

So, what is the Grant Park Conservancy?  The short answer is that the GPC is a non-profit organization created by citizens to supplement the work of the City in maintaining and preserving the Park.  The GPC doesn’t own the Park.  The Park belongs to and is controlled by the City of Atlanta.  In 2006, the GPC signed a Memorandum of Understanding with the City that sets out the GPC’s role in protecting and improving the Park. These include raising funds, planting trees, and working with partner organizations like the Grant Park Neighborhood Association, Zoo Atlanta, Park Pride, and Trees Atlanta to improve the Park and supplement the City’s upkeep and regular maintenance. The City retains responsibility for basic maintenance, litter removal, permitting events, and the provision of utilities.  The City also controls operations and reservations for the recreation facilities and pavilions.  

Both the City’s and the GPC’s plans for improvements to the Park are guided by a Master Plan that was passed as legislation in 1999 after extensive public comment and expert input.  The Master Plan is available on the GPC web site, www.gpconservancy.org.  The website also lists contact information for the GPC, the members of the Board, and dates for Board meetings (which always begin with an opportunity for public comment).

What has the GPC done?  Since its founding ten years ago, some highlights are:
· constructed new stone gateways at Boulevard and at the Georgia Avenue entrance to the Park with funding and support from Zoo Atlanta
· partnered with GPNA and Zoo Atlanta to sponsor the Grant Park Ambassadors program to bring volunteer guides and off-duty police officers to the Park on weekends and holidays 

· supported the Friends of the Grant Park Pool on the renovation of the Park’s pool 

· worked with the Grant Park Parents’ Network to create the improved playscape near the Park’s center 

· created a pedestrian-friendly environment by closing most of the Park‘s wide walkways to traffic, making them safe for walking, jogging, children and dogs 

· logged more than 48,000 hours of volunteer time from many of Atlanta‘s largest employers, schools, civic associations, and neighbors. 

Grant Park wouldn’t be the same without its canopy of mature trees and the variety of its under-story shrubs and vegetation.  In the last ten years, the GPC has planted over 2500 new trees and shrubs with the support of Trees Atlanta, Park Pride, and the Arthur M. Blank Family Foundation.  Creativity helps…for example, the GPC rescued a number of large trees that were displaced by the construction of the new runway at Hartsfield Jackson International Airport and transferred them to the Park.  The GPC has also worked with the Georgia Native Plant Society to rescue more than 600 ferns and native plants from construction sites and relocate them to the Park.

One question in the recent survey asked people why they have not in the past become supporting members of the GPC and the most common answer was: “Nobody asked me.”  So the Grant Park Conservancy is running a membership drive through the Summer Shade festival that will be held the weekend of August 28-29.  Memberships in the GPC not only help to fund the GPC’s mission of maintaining and improving historic L.P. Grant Park, but they are also an important indication to foundations and to the City of Atlanta that the residents of the City support the Park.  Please visit the GPC website at www.gpconservancy.org for information about membership.
